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62 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

American poetry is the experience of the forceful personalities set forth 
in it. The privilege of reading is the privilege of sharing through the 
imagination that experience and of treating one's self to the shaping of 
ideas and ideals which thoughtful reading of good poetry enables. 

Perhaps all of this is meant to be implied in the expression "progres- 
sions of American thought," but the apparatus for study which is 
provided hardly supports such a view. Has the period in American 
education not arrived when we can afford to take a stand boldly for the 
greater values in college study ? And since textbooks commonly reflect 
the actual practice of the classroom, may not the textbook be made the 
chief exponent of a chastened point of view ? 

In saying which the reviewer wishes to be understood as detracting 
in no way from the merits of a really admirable and useful book, that will 
make available in college classes many poems which without it would be 
to most students nearly or quite inaccessible. 

J. F. H. 
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